
Summary of findings

Science at secondary School level is a com pulsory subject and all candidates of High school 

Leaving Certificate Exam ination (HSLC Exam .) run by the B oard of Secondary Education, 

Assam  (SEBA) are to com pulsorily clear the science paper with other papers for qualifying 

them selves in the HSLC Exam ination. The results o f H SLC Exam inations under Board of 

Secondary Education, A ssam  (SEBA) reveal that a good num ber o f H SLC candidates every 

year fail in Science. The current project was proposed with a view to take an indepth study 

ofC Status of Science Teaching in Secondary Schools of Assam ". Relevant data w ere collected 

from sample schools and analyzed. The analysis led to the follow ing findings :

1. (Science is one o f the three core subjects namely, M athem atics, Science and English 

where a large num ber o f candidates fa il) N ot only in H SLC Final Exam ination but in Annual 

Exams, of class VIII and class IX also, the num bers o f students failing in Science are 

considerable. In som e years m ore than one-third of the exam inees failed to clear the subject 

in HSLC exam. Inform ation on H SLC exam, results of the sam ple schools show that in 

certain year (fs high as 41%  exam inees of these schools failed in Science.
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2. Dropouts in Secondary schools are high. In class VIII, dropouts are com paratively low,

but in class IX, it is high and that too m ore in rural schools. In a large num ber of cases

dropouts in class IX are m ore or less around one third o f the enrolled students. In other

w o rd s /o n e  third o f the students quit their study before reaching class X.

/  ^3. Infrastructure for teaching science effectively in secondary schools o f Assam  is not
' \  * j 

adequate.jThere is no science laboratory in the High schools. Som e schools have been provided

with some science equipm ents, but these are being rarely used. The reason for not using

the equipm ents is reported as lack o f space to dem onstrate these.

4. So far as num ber o f science teachers is concerned, the survey reveals that currently

the/schoo ls have on average 3 science teachers. O fcourse, exception is there.

5. A common com plaint of the science teachers is that they are not trained for fruitful science 

teachings^ Changes have been brought in science syllabus frequently and new topics included. 

Teachers require adequate training for teaching, particularly the new courses.

6. Due to changes brought in course syllabi, exam ination system , question pattern, 

evaluation system  etc. percentage o f pass in HSLC exam ination has notably increased in 

recent years. Even then the fail percentage is high. Introduction o f practical examination 

in science in the line o f CBSE is expected to reduce fail rate in science.
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7 _ SEBA has three types of schools under it, namely, G overnm ent, Provincialized and Private. 

( Govi. school results arc generally poor and have been a m atter o f concern. Som e Provincialized 

schools are showing good perform ance while m ajority of them are not that good. Better 

perform ances are being shown by Private schools and that too m ajority o f them  English m edium  

schools. A few Private vernacular m edium  schools are also show ing laudable perform ance for 

consecutive years. Ofcourse, num ber of such schools is few.

8. { Better perform ances o f Private schools may be attributed to better adm inistration, 

responsibility and accountability of the teachers and better infrastucture facilities; Besides, 

Parents’/G uardians’ involvement in their w ards’ academ ic and co-curricular activities play an 

im portant role in these schools.

9. (The irony is that the Govt, and Provincialized school teachers draw com paratively higher 

salary than their counterparts in Private schools.' Parents’ and G uard ians’ involvem ent in the 

Govt, and Provincialized schools is negligible.

10. M easures may be taken to recruit suitable persons in teaching posts and involve parents/ 

guardians in the academ ic process for which certain norm s may be fixed.

1 1 ./ It is felt that like m athem atics, science also should have two separate papers, one General
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Science and the other the A dvanced S cience.'W hile  General Science w ould be a com pulsory 

paper for all candidates, the Advanced science may be a selective subject. It is expected that 

the system would result in higher percentage of pass in science.


